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not merely did not affect his method towards an
imitation of itself, but the more intimately he studied
it and extracted from it what was sympathetic to
his temperament, the more were the eminently
un-Russian qualities of Vogu6, his serried thought,
the complication of his firm, ornate, rather old-
fashioned style, his perfect probity and moderation
of sentiment, emphasised in the careful progress of
his writings.

It was in the presence of Russia that his own
peculiar character became developed, one would
affirm, in a peculiarly un-Russian direction. That
he was absorbed, in these early diplomatic days, in
the social forms and habits of his adopted country
did not prevent him from remaining exquisitely
and rigidly French. He traversed the vast empire
from north to south ; he followed the conquering
army of General Annenkoff to Khiva and Samar-
kand ; he even sealed his troth to Russia by
marrying the general's sister, Anna Nicolaievna,
who, with their four sons, survives him to-day. In
spite of all this, and in spite of the very strong
infusion of Russian sentiment into his character
and his strong streak of English blood, Melchior
de Vogue remained intensely French, and the
principal result of his study of Russia was that his
familiarity with the semi-Oriental order of ideas
gave him a weapon to use in his approching fight
in the West against the enemies of spiritual and
religious beauty.

Vogue's regular communication of Russian studies